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Subsection 2.—Retail Trade Statistics 

From Canadian fields and farms, forests, mines, stockyards, factories and mills, 
from foreign lands through Canadian Atlantic and Pacific seaports, goods travel 
through innumerable channels to converge finally on the retail outlets before being 
dispersed again, but this time in small parcels made up to individual tastes for the 
consumer trade. Thus, the retailer occupies an important place between producer 
and consumer and, in a real sense, is the keystone of the distribution arch, for it is 
through retail outlets that every necessary operation of production for consumption 
is brought to its intended conclusion. 

Retail Sales.—The volume of retail sales in Canada reached a peak in 1951 
with total trade estimated at $10,445,061,000, 10-3 p.c. higher than that attained in 
1950 when sales totalled $9,467,400,000. Corrections have not been made for changes 
in prices of consumer goods and dollar sales are, therefore, not indicative of changes 
in actual quantities of merchandise sold. 

In 1951, motor-vehicle trade, with an aggregate volume of $1,811,846,000, 
spearheaded the upward sales movement in recording a gain of 16-6 p.c. over 1950. 
Sales for grocery and combination grocery and meat stores amounted to 
$1,877,672,000 and gained 15-0 p.c. over 1950. Department stores ranked third 
with a total of $901,717,000 and a gain of 3-3 p.c. over the previous year. The 
majority of the remaining trades showed increased sales in 1951 over 1950 with 
country general stores, variety stores and garages and filling stations in excess of 
10 p.c. Estimated sales were lower in 1951 for furniture, appliance and radio, 
and jewellery stores. 

All provinces recorded increased sales volumes in 1951, Saskatchewan showing 
the greatest gain at 12-3 p.c. above 1950. 

17.—Estimated Retail Trade, by Provinces and by Kinds of Business, 1911 and 1919-51 
(Exclusive of Newfoundland) 

Province and Kind of Business 1941 1949 1950 1951 
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